Special Issue

The Faces of Swedish
Modernity: Social Realism,
Decadence, Modernism,
Postmodernism

Message from the Guest Editor

That modernity should possess multiple faces is a useful
metaphor put forward by Matei Calinescu. Over the
years, faces change, as does our understanding of
various literary movements. Moreover, the variety of
faces may change depending on where one is, so it is
possible that different countries will have different
perspectives on modernity and the responses it
provokes. This Special Issue argues that in the case of
Sweden, the faces of modernity include social realism,
decadence, modernism, and postmodernism. This claim
is not undisputed. Seldom is social realism included as a
facet of modernity in studies oriented towards the
Western world, but in Scandinavia and Sweden in
particular, the Nordic Modern Breakthrough of the late
19th Century has left a strong legacy of socially engaged
literature that continues into the present. Moreover,
postmodernism is viewed with distrust in some Swedish
critical circles, primarily because of its perceived lack of
social engagement. This volume is intended to explore
these terms, their relationship to each other and the
Swedish context, as well as their individual
manifestations.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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