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(Medieval) Scandinavian studies have been subject to
cutbacks in recent years. This current state asks for
individual assessment within different contexts. Old
Norse literature, as one example, is a favorite among
laymen, yet the employment of experts who make these
sources available is more precarious than ever. Even
more troublesome, Old Norse lore is regularly used as a
source for allegedly age-old pagan customs, and
populist groups as well as social media are quick to
exploit connotations far from any scholarly state of
knowledge. Specialists in Scandinavian studies face the
challenge to counteract the misinterpretation of their
objects of study, but they also have to deal with the
apparent disinterest of (university) politics to maintain
their expertise in times of sociopolitical challenges. This
special issue seeks to bring together opinions on this
complex status quo, including recent developments at
certain universities or in certain countries, the role of
individuals in shaping the field, the (mis)use of Old Norse
sources in politics and society, adaptions in modern
media, as well as ideas of the North in public perception.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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