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Message from the Guest Editor
The essays collected in this Special Issue draw on a
range of methodological and theoretical approaches
that build on Benjamin Kahan’s pioneering work on
modernist celibacies and the debates it has
engendered in queer theory, gender studies, and singles
studies. Across the issue, this framework is applied to
novels, short fiction, plays, poems, essays, and
correspondence by Irish women writers, including texts
by Frances Power Cobbe, Anna Haslam, L. T. Meade,
Sarah Grand, George Egerton, Ethel Colburn Mayne,
Margaret Cousins, Hannah Lynch, Eva Gore-Booth,
Esther Roper, Teresa Deevy, Elizabeth Bowen, Kate
O’Brien, Mary Lavin, Janet McNeill, and Edna O’Brien,
among others. Particular attention is paid to the
emergence of new literary genres to express feminist
political desires, emergent forms of queer kinship, and
post-patriarchal ideals, from the all-women ‘celibate
utopias’ of first-wave feminist science fiction to the
emergence of the ‘celibate plot’ as an alternative to the
marriage plot [...]
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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