Special Issue

Media, Cultural Memory and
Hauntology

Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue will explore the ways in which media
artefacts (film, television, literature, music, etc.) are
‘haunted’ by spectres of prior events and artistic
manifestations. As William Faulkner wrote in Requiem
for a Nun, ‘The past is never dead. It’s not even past’. We
wish to consider this statement in relation to an array of
media forms. We call upon authors to raise questions
specific to the analysis of cultural memory and cultural
hauntings, to consider the ways in which art and media
are tethered to the past, and to consider, as Mark Fisher
noted, the ‘failure of the future’ and the ‘compulsion to
repeat’. Possible questions to be addressed include the
following:

- How far do contemporary ‘media’ texts
discuss/represent a ‘failure of the future’ and cultural
stasis?

- How does the philosophical concept of hauntology
provide a framework for analysis of the contemporary
media landscape?

- How are contemporary media artefacts representing
and/or reconstructing recent cultural history?

- In controlling representations of the past, do
contemporary texts construct an idealised or doomed
future rooted in the past?

- Does the ‘compulsion to repeat’ problematise notions
of originality?

Guest Editors

Dr. Keith McDonald

School of Humanities, York St John University, York YO317EX, UK
Prof. Dr. Robert Edgar

School of Humanities, York St John University, York YO317EX, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions

31 October 2026

<
A
Humanities

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.3
CiteScore 0.5

mdpi.com/si/236500

Humanities

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
humanities@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
humanities



https://www.mdpi.com/si/236500
https://mdpi.com/journal/humanities

M
A
Humanities

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.3
CiteScore 0.5

3 ey
B
mdpi.com/journal/
humanities

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Albrecht Classen
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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