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Message from the Guest Editor

In the late 1990s and the early 2000s, early modern
literature scholars and historians have confronted the
same dilemma. Back then, literature only used to
represent itself, but now, in trying to describe or even to
explain the “early modern period” through cultural
objects, we may be granting them a level of
representativity they never had. It is, however, to some
extent obvious that most of the people who witnessed
the first wave of capitalist modernization (a process that
lasted until the early nineteenth century in some
countries) were not “early modern” at all. What was the
impact of communal practices on the development of
liberal ideologies and institutions? How can we re-
assess early modern culture as something other than an
incipient—and somewhat embryonic—anticipation of the
value system that we will later call modern? Is it possible
to read the literary national canon, or even to rebuild it, in
the light of an all-encompassing culture of the
commons?
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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