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This Special Issue of Humanities focuses on African
American children’s literature, and looks at the many
diverse ways in which reading and studying children’s
texts teach as much about the adult world as about the
world of children. This issue is not a history of African
American children’s literature though histories certainly
inform the texts being written, published, lauded,
celebrated, banned, taught, or ignored. Those who study
and teach African American children’s literature know
that stories and narratives about Black children were not
always available in ways and forms that celebrated Black
children when they were not altogether erased or
absent. From stereotypes to violence, literary and
creative expressions about Black children by non-Black
authors–when available--engaged problematic tropes of
white saviorism, animalization, primitivism, violence, and
tokenism—too often in efforts to “educate” and entertain
white children. When Black authors endeavored to
rescue Black children from the damaging tropes that
denied humanity, they too often subscribed to
respectability politics, “toxic positivity,” and classism.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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