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Message from the Guest Editor

The notion of what is seen but not well understood
without esoteric knowledge—as well as what is unseen
and only detectable and comprehended by the initiated
few. These legends, cryptic memes, cryptid claims,
wonder tales, and beliefs of fantastical, magical, occult,
and political intrigue have shaped visions of the ancient
as well as the modern world. We face today not only
new vectors of so-called disinformation and potentially
dangerous consequences of divergent and disruptive
beliefs, but also vivid creations and traditions of
speculative mystery of baleful or benign intent. It is not
simply that visible hopes and anxieties of everyday life
and divisive politics are driving the invention and
proliferation of popular lore; we also have the role of a
vital invisible world. Pervasive memes of apocalyptic
spiritual forces, rising belief in ghosts, newsworthy
regional legends (the release of Tamamo-no-Ma in
Japan from the killing stone), and boosts to socio-
political action because of supernatural belief (Huldufélk
lore nurturing environmentalism in Iceland) stimulate
and renew the living matrix of contemporary folklore of
the unseen or the obscurely understood.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

We welcome contributions that address fundamental
issues in the Humanities from any meaningful
perspective, combining past and present concerns in
order to blaze a path toward the future. Interdisciplinary
approaches are particularly welcome. All submissions
will be critically reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest
possible scholarly level. Being an online journal, the
published papers will reach their desired audiences
faster, more reliably, and much more easily than
traditional print versions, while upholding the same, if
not even higher, scholarly standards.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), ERIH Plus,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 33.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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