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Message from the Guest Editor

Until the current pandemic, it was widely believed that we
had entered the period of paralysis in the collective
historical imagination. This paralysis was reflected in the
inability to imagine a future radically different from the
present, which was the prerequisite for the traditional
genres of utopia and dystopia. Utopia, a literary depiction
of an ideal society, and dystopia, its dark double,
postulated a historical teleology toward an extreme social
and ontological transformation, whether perceived
positively or negatively. But with the spread of globalism,
both utopia and dystopia seemed to have faded away,
supplanted by post-utopia, presentism, or nostalgia. As
Zygmund Bauman described it in his book Retrotopia,
contemporary narratives of history are located in “the
lost/stolen/abandoned but yet undead past, instead of
being tied” to the future.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Albrecht Classen We welcome contributions that address fundamental

Department of German Studies, issues in the Humanities from any meaningful perspective,

gg‘;‘;‘zriz:w‘zo”a'T“CSO”’AZ combining past and present concerns in order to blaze a

’ path toward the future. Interdisciplinary approaches are

particularly welcome. All submissions will be critically
reviewed by peers, aiming for the highest possible
scholarly level. Being an online journal, the published
papers will reach their desired audiences faster, more
reliably, and much more easily than traditional print
versions, while upholding the same, if not even higher,
scholarly standards.
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