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The demand for greater fresh fruit quality has
increasingly been reflected in consumer behaviour in
recent years. Whereas most technical and genetic
improvements have focused on yield and disease
resistance traits, a main concern now is to improve taste
and health value to answer the consumer demand. At
the same time, growers are tackling new challenging
constraints related to improving yield and quality in low-
input sustainable production systems and in response
to climate change. Complex quality traits are built
throughout the developmental and ripening processes.
However, much less is known about the connections
between biosynthetic pathways, their sub-cellular
compartmentation, or the evolutionary conservation of
regulatory mechanisms across plant species and
families. Moreover, the effect of interaction of genotype
with environmental factors on these aspects needs to
be addressed. This Special Issue intends to provide
novel insight into fruit quality with a specific focus on
above aspects. Your contributions to this topic through
literature reviews or original research papers that use
genetic, molecular or (eco-)physiological approaches
are welcomed on all fruit species.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Horticultural plants and their products provide
sustenance, health, and beauty. A confluence of factors
is putting increasing pressure on horticultural
production to evolve, and innovative research is
addressing these challenges. Horticulturae provides a
venue to communicate research results in a rapid
manner with open access, allowing everyone the
opportunity to stay abreast of leading research
addressing horticulture. I invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed journal.
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