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We are pleased to announce this Special Issue
of Horticulturae, dedicated to the multifaceted topic of
neglected and underutilized plant species (NUS) in
horticultural and ornamental systems. Over the last few
decades, this topic has received growing attention from
the scientific community, as a possible option to face
the agricultural challenges of producing more foods and
services, within a framework of greater sustainability.
Indeed, global urbanization processes, climate change,
and the reduction of natural resources are expected to
emphasize the vulnerability of mainstream agriculture,
satisfying the needs of an ever-increasing world
population by leveraging a restricted number of cash
crops. In this context, NUS could promote agro-
biodiversity, improve the resilience of the agro-
ecosystems toward environmental stressors, foster the
utilization of nutraceuticals and the diversification of
dietary patterns, and provide important local services
(environmental, economical, socio-cultural) as
ornamentals or in landscapes.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Horticultural plants and their products provide
sustenance, health, and beauty. A confluence of factors
is putting increasing pressure on horticultural
production to evolve, and innovative research is
addressing these challenges. Horticulturae provides a
venue to communicate research results in a rapid
manner with open access, allowing everyone the
opportunity to stay abreast of leading research
addressing horticulture. I invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed journal.
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