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Message from the Guest Editors

Adverse environmental conditions, abiotic and biotic
stresses, cause major losses in plant growth and crop yield
and, consequently, threaten global food security. The
impact is especially relevant in modern agriculture based
on a limited number of rootstocks, so the appearance of a
threat may compromise global food security. This is the
case of the long-known citrus tristeza virus (CTV) or the
recent expansion of HLB in citrus orchards. The search for
new rootstocks which guarantee crop performance and
maintain physicochemical quality is a major aim of the
crop industry in many countries. New diseases, the spread
of known ones, and plant culture under different
environmental conditions force the demand for new
rootstocks, which represents a crucial aim for breeding
programmes in several countries.

This Issue attempts to provide an overview of the most
recent studies on physiology, plant development, and
management techniques achieved from rootstock
breeding programmes. An in depth understanding of these
aspects should shed light on the mechanisms for
improving crops to overcome severe harmful conditions.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Horticultural plants and their products provide sustenance,
health, and beauty. A confluence of factors is putting
increasing pressure on horticultural production to evolve,
and innovative research is addressing these challenges.
Horticulturae provides a venue to communicate research
results in a rapid manner with open access, allowing
everyone the opportunity to stay abreast of leading
research addressing horticulture. I invite you to consider
publishing the results of your research in this high quality,
peer-reviewed journal.
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