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Dry eye is defined as the “multifactorial of the ocular
surface characterized by a loss of homeostasis of the
tear film instability and hyperosmolarity, ocular surface
inflammation and damage, and neurosensory
abnormalities play etiological roles”. Much interest has
centered around dry eye disease in the past few years,
and it is estimated that over 16 million adults in the USA
alone suffer from dry eye disease. Neurotrophic factors
are secreted by abundant nerve fibers, which are
important for the maintenance and repair of cornea. In
recent decades, the role of neuropeptides has been
elucidated in the pathophysiology of diseases. It is
considered that decreased corneal nerve fiber density
after corneal injury contributes to the delayed repair
effect because of the loss of trophic influences.
In this Special Issue of Healthcare, we are seeking
articles that provide new insights into the understanding
of the neurochemistry, trophic factors and therapeutic
potential for treatments including molecular and cellular
mechanisms involved in the initiation and perpetuation
of inflammation. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Healthcare is an international, scientific, peer-reviewed,
open access journal on health care systems, industry,
technology, policy, and regulation, and is published
semimonthly online by MDPI. Ocular Wellness &
Nutrition Society (OWNS) is affiliated with Healthcare
and its members receive discounts on article
processing charges.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
PubMed, PMC, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Health Policy and Services) / CiteScore - Q1
(Leadership and Management)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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