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This Special Issue seeks review and original research
articles showcasing empirical research that examines
maternal stress over the life course, on topics including
but not limited to:
- Multilevel contributors to maternal stress over the life

course, such as childhood and adolescent trauma,
experiences of racism and other forms of
discrimination, social isolation, and social
determinants of health, specifically for women of color
and individuals with intersectional vulnerable
identities.

- Impacts of maternal stress over the life course,
including long-term physical, behavioral, social and
psychological health outcomes for mothers and
offspring, particularly among individuals of color and
intersectional vulnerable identities.

- Protective factors over the life course, such as
personal characteristics, social support, and
community resources, that potentially reduce
women’s exposure to or help them cope with stress
before and during pregnancy.

- Measurement of maternal stress and resilience using
a life course approach.
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Healthcare is an international, scientific, peer-reviewed,
open access journal on health care systems, industry,
technology, policy, and regulation, and is published
semimonthly online by MDPI. Ocular Wellness &
Nutrition Society (OWNS) is affiliated with Healthcare
and its members receive discounts on article
processing charges.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
PubMed, PMC, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Health Policy and Services) / CiteScore - Q1
(Leadership and Management)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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