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Message from the Guest Editor
The World Health Orginization has outlined a roadmap
to a “world in which every woman, child and adolescent
in every setting realizes their rights to physical and
mental health and well-being, has social and economic
opportunities, and is able to participate fully in shaping
prosperous and sustainable societies.”  This Special
Issue of Healthcare seeks commentaries, original
research, reports, and reviews on inequities and
disparities in maternal and child health and access to
healthcare services across the perinatal period, broadly
defined here as pregnancy through to the first year
postpartum. This Special Issue aims to inform global
development targets, as well as emergent needs and
changes in health policies which are currently
undergoing rapid transition. We envision that policy and
decision makers at national and global levels will use the
information published in this Special Issue as a resource
to monitor change, target resources towards vulnerable
populations, and develop progressive health policies.  
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Healthcare is an international, scientific, peer-reviewed,
open access journal on health care systems, industry,
technology, policy, and regulation, and is published
semimonthly online by MDPI. Ocular Wellness &
Nutrition Society (OWNS) is affiliated with Healthcare
and its members receive discounts on article
processing charges.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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