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Over the last two decades, virtual reality has become
more portable and accessible in terms of cost and
availability. There is growing interest in how this
technology could support and improve the lives of
people who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness.
People living with terminal illnesses often experience
complex and multiple physical and mental symptoms. In
the later stages of the disease, they may have things or
activities that they still wish to do (a so-called “bucket
list”), but which they are no longer physically capable of.
In these situations, virtual reality could offer an
opportunity to experience activities that would otherwise
be beyond their abilities. It could have potential benefits
for their overall wellbeing, be that physical, emotional,
social or spiritual. The scope of this Special Issue is to
publish research exploring the use of virtual reality for
people who are living with terminal illness. We welcome
original research articles reporting results from
observational and experimental studies, as well as
health economic papers, reviews and meta-analyses. 

Guest Editors
Dr. Victoria Vickerstaff
Research Department of Primary Care and Population Health,
University College London, London, UK

Dr. Nicola White
Marie Curie Palliative Care Research Department, University College
London, London, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (30 October 2024)

Healthcare

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.7
CiteScore 4.7
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/190175
Healthcare
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
healthcare@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
healthcare

https://www.mdpi.com/si/190175
https://mdpi.com/journal/healthcare


Healthcare

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.7
CiteScore 4.7
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
healthcare

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Healthcare is an international, peerreviewed, open
access, multidisciplinary journal. Original research
articles, short communications, review articles, and
symposium highlights are welcomed.
Healthcare hopes to influence global health and disease
aspects, and hopes to gain high visibility and
acceptance by the scientific and healthcare community
and will dedicate itself to covering special and specific
topics in special
issues.
We would be pleased to welcome you as one of our
authors.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
PubMed, PMC, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Health Policy and Services) / CiteScore - Q1
(Leadership and Management)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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