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Message from the Guest Editors
We are pleased to invite you to contribute to this Special
Issue of Healthcare on “Kinship Care in a Changing
Society: Health and Well-Being of Children and
Families.” Kinship care often occurs when children are
raised by relatives or someone close to the family (i.e.,
fictive kin) after separation from their parents for various
reasons, such as child maltreatment, domestic violence,
substance use, mental health issues, and incarceration.
Whether formally involved in the child welfare system or
arranged informally, kinship families face challenges
driven by sudden changes, including economic
hardship, caregiver aging, complex trauma and
fragmented services. Emerging technologies like
artificial intelligence may also bring new opportunities
and challenges to kinship families. Although kinship care
has received growing recognition, the health and well-
being of children and families in kinship care remain
under-researched and under-resourced. This Special
Issue addresses this urgent research gap and offers a
timely platform to explore how kinship care can better
support child and family health and well-being in this
constantly changing societal context.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Healthcare is an international, peerreviewed, open
access, multidisciplinary journal. Original research
articles, short communications, review articles, and
symposium highlights are welcomed.
Healthcare hopes to influence global health and disease
aspects, and hopes to gain high visibility and
acceptance by the scientific and healthcare community
and will dedicate itself to covering special and specific
topics in special
issues.
We would be pleased to welcome you as one of our
authors.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
PubMed, PMC, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Health Policy and Services) / CiteScore - Q1
(Leadership and Management)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 22.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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