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Message from the Guest Editors

In recent months, humanity has faced an unprecedented
challenge. Although we have dealt with many diseases over
the centuries, never before have we faced a situation like
COVID-19. Distinctive features of COVID-19 relate to the
widespread use of instant information technologies, the
absence of social and scientific knowledge on how to deal
with the disease, and pressure on political and
administrative bodies to restore safety. Never before has a
disease shown the limits of the globalised world in the 21st

century. The science is lacking and humanity must come to
terms with the disease. Therefore, in this Special Issue, we
invite papers on the social and economic consequences of
disease, particularly of COVID-19. We invite you to:

Analyse COVID-19 per se;
Compare COVID-19 with other diseases or
pandemics;
Discuss and present case studies, national studies,
comparative studies, historical analysis, or actor-
centred studies;
Analyse direct (health-related), indirect (economic
and social), induced (political, ethical, or
spirituality-related).

The studies may be quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-
method.
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