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Inherited retinal disease (IRD) is the leading cause of
blindness in the working age population. Advances in
molecular genetic techniques, through targeted gene
panel analysis with application of next generation
sequencing methods, have expedited molecular
diagnosis. Similarly, advances in ophthalmic imaging
and visual function testing have improved our
knowledge of the natural history, which is key to
monitoring the treatment effects in clinical trials of novel
IRD therapies. Many of these proposed therapies that
slow progression or improve retinal function remain
under development. Ongoing and upcoming clinical
trials emphasise the increasing need for further detailed
investigation of the ocular structures and functions in
order to better understand the underlying molecular
biology of these diseases. The reliability and
repeatability of the different assessment modalities is
also needed, as well as clearly defined inclusion criteria,
prognostic indicators, and trial endpoints. The scope of
this Special Issue is the field of ophthalmic genetics,
encompassing genomics, molecular biology,
therapeutic interventions, and recommended clinical
assessments.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Genes is central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome
editing have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse
and fast-moving field. There is a need for good quality,
open access journals in this area, and the Genesteam
aims to provide expert manuscript handling, serious
peer review, and rapid publication across the whole
discipline of genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now
well established and recognised. Why not consider
Genes for your next genetics paper?
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