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Integrating genetics into the diagnostic work-up of
cancer has become commonplace, and indeed
necessary, across many oncology fields.   However, the
rapid expansion of genetic methods and new
discoveries exceeded the speed at which new
diagnostic guidelines could be published. As a result,
this spurred a period of uncertainty as to how best to
diagnose a tumor in an accurate, timely, and cost-
effective manner.

An integrated approach leveraging the clinical
presentation, morphological features, and genetic
results likely reflects the most logical solution. However,
this integrated approach has, at this time, not been
formalized. Here, we’ll provide editorials from
stakeholders of different elements of this integrated
approach: clinical oncologists, neuropathologists,
clinical geneticists, and laboratorians. We’ll provide
examples of the important blind-spots each strategy
can address. In this respect, we hope to continue the
on-going dialogue of how best to integrate the plethora
of data now available to clinicians to provide the most
accurate diagnosis and care to our patients.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Genes is central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome
editing have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse
and fast-moving field. There is a need for good quality,
open access journals in this area, and the Genes team
aims to provide expert manuscript handling, serious
peer review, and rapid publication across the whole
discipline of genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now
well established and recognised. Why not consider
Genes for your next genetics paper?
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