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Message from the Guest Editors

The succulent plants within the Cactaceae family offer
an appealing model system to study the evolutionary
processes driving adaptation, diversification, and
persistence in arid landscapes. In the face of the
accelerated desertification expansion associated with
anthropogenic global warming, understanding these
evolutionary processes as well as their resulting
patterns offers the opportunity to improve our ability to
predict the landscape’s responses to future climate
changes. The cacti comprise more than 1400 species
and are among the most conspicuous members of arid
and semiarid landscapes in the Neotropical region.
Many of these species are under extreme threat of
extinction. The adaptations in the morphological,
anatomical, and physiological traits acquired by
members of this family in response to drought-stress
selective pressure represent the most remarkable
modifications observed in the plant kingdom. These
evolutionary changes were then followed by intense
diversification, generating an array of spectacular
growth forms.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Genes is central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome
editing have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse
and fast-moving field. There is a need for good quality,
open access journals in this area, and the Genesteam
aims to provide expert manuscript handling, serious
peer review, and rapid publication across the whole
discipline of genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now
well established and recognised. Why not consider
Genes for your next genetics paper?
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