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A large number of psychiatric and behavioral disorders
affecting children (i.e., autism spectrum disorder) and/or
adults (i.e., schizophrenia) have been identified.
However, the highly heterogeneous nature of psychiatric
and behavioral disorders poses great challenges in
elucidating pathogenies and investigating the
pathogenesis. Recent researchers have suggested that
a combination of genetic and environmental factors may
determine the etiology of most disorders. Therefore,
identification of these key factors, particularly the
association between genetic and environmental risk
factors, would be of great benefit to the diagnosis and
treatment of these illnesses in clinical environments. 
We encourage submissions of unpublished original
manuscripts (research articles, reviews, and
communications) focusing on the emerging molecular
mechanisms of the genetic and/or epigenetic regulation
of the onset and progression of psychiatric and
behavioral disorders with various model systems. We
also welcome the submission of studies related to
potential therapeutic strategies for psychiatric and
behavioral disorders.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Genes is central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome
editing have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse
and fast-moving field. There is a need for good quality,
open access journals in this area, and the Genes team
aims to provide expert manuscript handling, serious
peer review, and rapid publication across the whole
discipline of genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now
well established and recognised. Why not consider
Genes for your next genetics paper?
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