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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Parasites are both extremely fascinating and scary—
fascinating referring to their survival in the most
challenging environments and scary referring to their roles
in millions of deaths each year. Highly specialized virulence
factors help parasites to invade, colonize and modulate
different niches in an organism to ensure their survival and
dissemination among a population of susceptible hosts.
Due to their importance in infectious diseases, profound
knowledge of their biology is key for the rational
development of interventions. Recent years have seen an
exciting boost in parasite research, and new technologies
have been applied to understand the functions of virulence
factors. In this Special Issue of Genes “Going viral—parasite
virulence factors on the cutting edge of parasite research”,
the different aspects of virulence factors biology in different
parasite species will be addressed, providing a broad
overview of their regulation, evolution, and functions.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Genes are central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome editing
have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse and
fastmoving field. There is a need for good quality, open
access journals in this area, and the Genes team aims to
provide expert manuscript handling, serious peer review,
and rapid publication across the whole discipline of
genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now well
established and recognised.

Why not consider Genes for your next genetics paper?
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