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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,
Ehlers−Danlos syndrome is a clinically and genetically
heterogeneous group of heritable connective tissue
disorders. Dermatan sulfate depletion through impaired
activities of D4ST1 or DSE constitutes the basis of the
disorder. Clinical characteristics include multiple
malformations and progressive fragility-related
manifestations. This is a human condition that affects the
biosynthesis of dermatan sulfate, a side chain of
proteoglycans; therefore, clinical, genetic, biochemical,
glycobiological and pathological investigation of the
disorder could elucidate dermatan sulfate proteoglycans’
fundamental biological roles in fetal development and
maintenance of the connective tissue system. This Special
Issue will feature a detailed overview of the latest clinical
research and relevant findings as well as a comprehensive
review of the literature on Ehlers–Danlos syndrome or
dermatan sulfate biosynthesis. These findings would be
helpful not only to clinicians involved in the management
of hereditary connective tissue disorders but also scientists
interested in the biological and pathological roles of
dermatan sulfate proteoglycan.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Genes are central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome editing
have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse and
fastmoving field. There is a need for good quality, open
access journals in this area, and the Genes team aims to
provide expert manuscript handling, serious peer review,
and rapid publication across the whole discipline of
genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now well
established and recognised.

Why not consider Genes for your next genetics paper?
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