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The recent decades have seen a tremendous progress
in our understanding of cooperative behavior. In
particular, the controlled environment offered by
laboratory experiments has allowed the causal
identification of potential determinants of cooperation.
Among these, social norms have been identified as a
key factor. Groups establish and maintain norms of
behavior by using various forms of sanctions, such as
mutual peer punishment, ostracism, gossip, or shaming.
However, there is a large degree of heterogeneity in the
content of group norms, the adherence to them, and the
way that sanctions are used to sustain them. Since
these facets are not yet fully understood, the Special
Issue on "Laboratory Experiments: Cooperation,
Sanctions and Norms” aims at advancing our
knowledge in the mentioned areas. We thus invite
submissions that touch upon one or more of these
areas. The main focus is on work with lab experiments.
Yet, given the current restrictions imposed by Covid-19,
we also welcome online experiments and field
experiments, as well as theoretical contributions, survey
articles, and meta-analyses that do not require new
experiments.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science),
MathSciNet, zbMATH, RePEc, EconLit, EconBiz, and other
databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 32.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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