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According to the 17 SDGs of the UN Agenda for 2030,
it's important to spread the culture of sustainable
development in society by ending the loss of
biodiversity, and preserving and restoring ecosystems
to improve the provision of ecosystem services.

The current projection of the growth of the urban
population poses critical challenges from the socio-
ecosystem perspective; meanwhile, there are plenty of
opportunities to design and define more livable and
resilient cities.

Green infrastructure, which is a strategically planned
network of natural, semi-natural areas with other
environmental features, provides a wide range of
ecosystem services, i.e., water purification, air quality,
recreation space, and climate problems. Vegetation, 
especially tree species, is effective in reducing air
pollution levels. Furthermore, urban trees mitigate urban
heat islands and the related health risks.  The European
Union identified nature-based solutions as fundamental
actions to counteract the current challenges of climate
change and air pollution.

This SI aims to highlight the role and value of urban,
periurban forests in improving environmental quality and
the wellbeing of citizens.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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