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Message from the Guest Editor

This Special Issue is focused on how the responses of
plant functional traits to environmental factors related to
global change evolve. The genetic basis, the role of
phenotypic plasticity versus evolution, coordinated
evolution of traits, and intraspecific trait variation will be
core topics. Research articles may focus on the
variation of traits along environmental gradients, their
adaptive value and the mechanisms behind this
variation; the seasonal or developmental plasticity of
traits and its role for evolution; trade-offs, trait-trait
coordination and decoupled responses at the organ and
whole-plant levels (including mycorrhizal systems), with
particular reference to plant hydraulics, and leaf and
root morphology-anatomy-physiology-stoichiometry;
intraspecific trait variation at different spatial scales or
due to ontogeny and phenology. Studies on the
evolution of the dispersal and sprouting of traits in
response to habitat fragmentation and disturbance
regimes—on the relevance of local adaptation and
acclimatization versus species migration for plants
facing climate change, and on paleoecological
evidences—are also welcome.

Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. Hermann Heilmeier

Biology/Ecology Unit, Institute of Biosciences, TU Bergakademie
Freiberg, Leipziger Str. 29, D-09599 Freiberg, Germany

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (20 March 2021)

Forests

an Open Access Journal

by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 4.6

Forests

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
forests@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
forests



https://www.mdpi.com/si/40268
https://mdpi.com/journal/forests

Forests

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 4.6

mdpi.com/journal/
forests

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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