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The artificial hybridization of plants serves as a useful
tool in estimating the genetic relationships between
species. The interspecific hybrids are thought to harbour
greater variation than corresponding parental species,
which endows them with a higher adaptability towards
unusual habitats. Advanced generation hybrids are likely
to have even a greater range of genetic variation due to
segregation after the first generation. Genetic variation
in genome size of the hybrids and in their parental
species is believed to be positively related to the
phylogenetic distance between the parental species.
Therefore, further estimates of these parameters are
necessary to help the breeders in making better long-
term decisions. Practical importance is also the value of
hybrids in increasing wood production and in improving
wood quality. The interspecific hybrid trees planted
throughout the world on a commercial basis are most
common in the genera Acacia, Eucalyptus, Larix, Picea,
Pinus and Populus. A reliable validation of the hybrids
together with prediction of hybrid performance and
fitness are important aspects in deciding on the optimal
hybrid breeding strategy.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).


https://mdpi.com/journal/forests

