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Message from the Guest Editor

Recent years have witnessed a biodiversity crisis, one of
the major causes of which is habitat loss and
degradation. Forests are the richest in biodiversity
among all land ecosystems, and therefore, proper
management of forest ecosystems is a key factor in
biodiversity conservation. Many wildlife species (for the
purpose of this Special issue understood as mammals
and birds) attract human attention (e.g., wildlife tourism,
hunting). Understanding of the forest habitat
characteristics as a factor responsible for wildlife
abundance is therefore important from a sociocultural
point of view. However, wildlife species not only depend
on their habitat but also tend to affect it. Some of them
are considered keystone species (e.g., wolves, deer,
beavers or woodpeckers), i.e., having particularly high
impact on their habitats but also on other animal
species. That way, some species may also exert a
significant economic impact on forest stands. Large
herbivores, especially certain deer species, are
particularly well known in this respect in many regions of
the world.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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