Special Issue

Redefining Forests and
Communities for Sustainability:
New Frameworks and
Applications

Message from the Guest Editor

Forests and forest-based communities are facing
changing economic, environmental, social and cultural
conditions that challenge their ability to pursue
sustainability. To address these challenges, new
frameworks such as “resilience”, “intersectionality”,
“ecosystem goods and services”, and “biocultural
diversity” suggest attention should be given to a much
wider and more dynamic set of principles and a broader
set of actors than was envisioned by the international
community when sustainable forest management was
introduced in the 1990s. This special issue will invite
authors who have conducted research with forest-
based communities to explain one of these frameworks,
describe its key features, and demonstrate its
application to forest sustainability through the
particulars of a local context. Empirical research will
feature articles from the global north and global south
that have both a theoretical and an empirical
contribution, with an effort to share transferable lessons,
while recognizing that local context will always be a
primary consideration when pursuing sustainability in
forestry.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).


https://mdpi.com/journal/forests

