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Unmanned aerial vehicles are new platforms that have
been increasingly used in the last few years for forestry
applications that benefit from the added value of
flexibility, low cost, reliability, autonomy, and capability of
timely provision of high-resolution data. The main
adopted image-based technologies are RGB,
multispectral, and thermal infrared. LiDAR sensors are
becoming commonly used to improve the estimation of
relevant plant traits. In comparison with other
permanent ecosystems, forests are particularly affected
by climatic changes due to the longevity of the trees,
and the primary objective is the conservation and
protection of forests. Although forestry and agriculture
involve the cultivation of renewable raw materials, the
difference is that forestry is less tied to economic
aspects and this reflects the delay in using new
monitoring technologies. The main forestry applications
are inventory resources, disease mapping, species
classification, fire monitoring, and spatial gaps
estimation. This Special Issue focuses on new
technologies (UAV and sensors) and innovative data
elaboration methodologies (object recognition and
machine vision) for applications in forestry.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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