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In general, deforestation and forest degradations have
been impacted by a complex of social, economic and
political factors, driven by complicated direct and
indirect drivers, including the livelihoods of forest
communities and forest governances from the local to
global level. Forests have been fully recognized by
international communities and national authorities to be
a key mechanism for climate change mitigation and
biodiversity conservation, especially in human-
dominated tropical and subtropical regions. This Special
Issue will focus on transforming forest governance and
rural community livelihoods to address climate change
and biodiversity loss. In just a few decades, global policy
instruments, including REDD+; nature-based solutions;
local initiatives, including decentralization; forest tenure
reform; and community-based actions have been
proposed and implemented. However, we have often
ended up with confusing outcomes. This collection of
articles will assess how these actions address relevant
drivers of deforestation, whether or not benefits are
equitably distributed and shared among stakeholder
and demonstrate the meaningful participation of forest
communities.

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Jinlong Liu
School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin
University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Dr. Dominick A. DellaSala
Wild Heritage, PO Box 945, Berkeley, CA 94704, USA

Dr. Peter Edwards
Landscape, Policy and Governance Team, Manaaki Wheuna—Landcare
Research, Level 6, 17-21 Whitmore Street, The Terrace, P.O. Box 10345,
Wellington 6043, New Zealand

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (25 August 2024)

Forests

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 4.6

mdpi.com/si/187543
Forests
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
forests@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
forests

https://www.mdpi.com/si/187543
https://mdpi.com/journal/forests


Forests

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.5
CiteScore 4.6

mdpi.com/journal/
forests

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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