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Message from the Guest Editor

The average surface temperature of the Earth has
increased appreciably. Because thermal gradient is
short in the highlands, mountain ecosystems are very
sensitive to temperature variation. The most noticeable
objects in the mountain landscapes are treelines and
their position shifted upwards significantly in many
regions of the world over recent decades. It can have
both negative or positive feedbacks by affecting local
and regional climate, radiative balance, hydrological
processes, carbon pools, mineral substance cycling,
and biodiversity. Thus, the rate and pattern of treeline
shifts, as well as their drivers and consequences, need
to be well quantified and understood. Given the fast
ongoing warming, it is expected the rate of structural
changes at the upper forests limit will increase at a rapid
pace, but will depend on the interplay amongst regional
climate, landscape features, local site conditions and
trees species composition. We encourage treeline
studies from all aspects and approaches, including
experiments, remote sensing, monitoring and modelling
to promote knowledge and adaptation strategies for the
preservation and management of mountain ecosystems
in future.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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