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The purpose of this Special Issue is to assess accidents
and near misses in forest fuel and fire management
jobs. Wildfire fatalities remain a significant problem in
different regions of the world. There is a robust inter-
annual variability regarding tragic misfortunes. However,
it is paradoxical that there is not a clear reduction in
these accidents even though we invest heavily in
training, equipment and improved work procedures. It is
very possible that we are not identifying the causes of
accidents with the necessary detail and that we favor
quick and non-innovative solutions. Different studies
have used (and merged) data originating from national
databases on accidents that caused these
deaths. Those works have documented and analyzed
probable relationships with the number and type of
fatalities. There is a gap among knowledge about heat
strain, its mitigation strategies and the level of actual
implementation of these practices in the workplace. We
need to improve heat strain management and
implement operational directives for acclimatization and
active cooling interventions. We are failing to improve
human safety.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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