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Mitigating the negative impacts of climate change in
cities is now essential to protecting public well-being.
Urban trees are among the most effective interventions
for reducing the urban heat-island effect and improve
microclimates. Beyond shading and evapotranspiration,
their cooling can be expressed as CO₂-equivalent
avoided emissions, complementing direct carbon
sequestration. To support credible planning and
management, there is a need for more accurate site-
and species-specific estimation of these climate
benefits, together with robust measurement, reporting,
and verification. Trees themselves are vulnerable:
climate change is altering species composition,
functioning, and distribution.  Managing urban parks and
municipal forests therefore requires climate-adaptive
approaches that anticipate heat, drought, pests and
pathogens, and changing disturbance regimes, while
safeguarding multiple ecosystem services. This Special
Issue seeks contributions on climate change adaptation
through the management of urban parks and
municipal/urban forests, with links to planted and
natural forests where relevant. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Gerosa
Department of Mathematics and Physics, Catholic University of Brescia,
I-25121 Brescia, Italy

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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