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Message from the Guest Editors

The problem of forest decline is growing every year.
Among the reasons for this phenomenon is
environmental pollution by heavy metals. Trees
constitute an excellent source of information about
changes taking place in the environment over many
years and enable long-term research due to their
longevity and long-term relationship with a specific
habitat. Herbaceous plants often undergo rapid
changes that allow them to develop tolerance to metals
within just several generations. A lot of data collected in
recent years suggest that this does not apply to the
population of trees growing in the vicinity of heavy metal
emission sources, where forests are dying at increasing
rates. On the other hand, the tolerance of trees to trace
metals appears to be species-specific, with some
species being more resistant than others. An
unambiguous answer to the question of what
determines the resistance/tolerance and what
determines the sensitivity of trees to this type of
pollution remains unknown. As such, we have opened
this Special Issue as a platform for researchers in the
field to use to share the results of their research on
forest trees growing under stress caused by trace and
heavy metals.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), Ei
Compendex, GEOBASE, PubAg, AGRIS, PaperChem, and
other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Forestry) / CiteScore - Q1 (Forestry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.4
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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