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Soil monitoring and modelling are related approaches
toward ecosystem development study and subsequently
to predictions of response on recent global change
(GC). The natural processes of soil development
preserved in forests are an irreplaceable advantage in
modelling the effectiveness of landscape restoration
practices. Forest soil development provides data for
predicting plant community productivity, ecosystem
stability or the potential natural vegetation form.
However, a sufficiently probable estimation of soil
development depends on detailed data collection at
regular intervals from a representative set of plant
communities. Soil properties monitoring offers
frameworks to observe forest ecosystem development
using nutrient balances in the vertical direction and
erosion–sedimentation processes in the horizontal
direction. Soil nutrient balances indicate changes in
fertility due to enrichment or loss, whereas erosion–
sedimentation processes indicate transitions
downslope. Because of the dependence on time and
space, information on soil development is desirable for
estimating the adaptive capacity of forests to GC.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor and review of all
published articles. Original research articles and timely
reviews are released online, with unlimited free access.
Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading
edge research in this broad and diverse field. We
therefore invite you to be one of our authors, and in
doing so share your important research findings with the
global forestry community.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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