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Message from the Guest Editor

The size distribution of trees in forest stands provides
useful information for harvesting forest stands and for
assessing the economic value, growth and vyield. In
addition, tree diameter and height distribution are
correlated with species diversity and ecological values. It
can also provide useful information on past disturbance
events and the structure and successional status of a
forest. The characterization of timber products and quality
of ecosystem depends highly on spatial size distribution of
trees in forest stand.

Since it is inefficient to measure the size of all the trees, the
diameter distribution is normally assessed through the
stem frequency distribution. Airborne laser scanning data
and other GIS information has recently comprised a
revolution in technological advancements with an
enormous possibility for increasing the accuracy of large-
scale forest inventories and reducing their costs.
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Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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