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Message from the Guest Editor

Vegetation classification represents one of the most basic
and widely used approaches for studying ecosystems.
Forests are among the most complex ecosystems. The
classification of the vegetation has traditionally served as
the key for the generation and testing of hypotheses
concerning the factors that have shaped these complex
patterns of forest ecosystems’ diversity. Identifying plant
communities also constitutes the basis for studying and
understanding the functional diversity of forests, through
the comparison of plant traits composition between
different communities. Vegetation classification is also
fundamental for applied purposes. Vegetation types or
communities comprise the fundamental units for
management and conservation in most places of the
world. We invite studies based on forest vegetation
classification and dealing with all aspects of vegetation
ecology, such as explorative or explanatory studies testing
certain hypotheses or vegetation classification studies at a
regional or broader scale, up to applied studies concerning
forest management and conservation.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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