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Message from the Guest Editors

A forest-based bioeconomy is posited to reduce the
environmental impacts of economic growth through
improved management that ensures sustainable
production and consumption. While forests cover a third of
the global land area, they are weakly included in
bioeconomy strategies, and non-timber forest products
(NTFP) are absent. The plants, fungi and animals that
produce NTFP are essential to peoples' food, medicinal,
energy and livelihood security and sovereignty and healthy
and resilient forest ecosystems, and as sources of
phytochemicals and further products, thus constituting
integral parts of any forest-based bioeconomy. 

T h e IUFRO task force “Unlocking the Bioeconomy and
Non-Timber Forest Products” is facilitating this Special
Issue of the journal Forests. The Special Issue "Non-timber
Forest Products and the Bioeconomy" addresses the
myriad of issues affecting efforts to improve the
production, management and governance of NTFP to
support inclusion in emerging models of forest-based
bioeconomies.

We are looking for a wide geographic and gender diversity
of authors and subjects and encourage students and
young professionals to contribute.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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