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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Since prehistory, wood has been a fundamental raw
material. In recent years, wood demand has increased
worldwide, and it is expected that it will continue to
increase in the future, considering its role as a renewable
material and taking into account the increasing world
population. Sustainable management of forest resources is
mandatory in order to maintain forests and their multiple
functions for Society. In this context, wood harvesting and
forest operations are very delicate issues to be studied and
analyzed in order to reduce their potential and effective
negative effects, maximizing productions and reducing the
environmental impacts of forest operations. The aim of this
Special Issue is to provide new information on different
aspects related to innovation, sustainability and planning
forest operations, such as the following: i) optimization of
productivity in terms of both quantity and quality; ii)
innovative planning of forest operations, including remote-
sensing and ICT; iii) innovations in mechanization aimed at
increasing the efficiency and/or safety of operations; iv)
innovative approaches in reducing environmental impacts
related with forest operations; v) forest road planning.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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