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Message from the Guest Editor

The biodiversity of forest ecosystems is affected by
climatic, edaphic and geographic factors, together with
natural disturbances and human-controlled forest
management. Global climate change causes weather
anomalies, including severe droughts, shifts in
precipitation patterns and intense storms that are reflected
by the diversity and variability of forest ecosystems. Large
scale-disturbances together with fragmentation of forest
areas, intensive management, especially non-native tree
planting, and invasion of alien species are contributing to
biodiversity loss and the disappearance of rare forest
species and thus, the homogenization of forest vegetation.
Thus, improvement of the understanding of the processes
that shape forest diversity, resistance to invasions, and
regeneration after natural disturbances is essential. The
goal of this Special Issue is to gather knowledge about the
diversity, variability and habitat characteristics of forests to
determine how these ecosystems react under stress and to
improve predictions of the effects of climate and land-use
changes on ecosystems.
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Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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