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A forensic pathologist must often estimate the
postmortem interval (PMI). The best way of doing this is
a major area of contention among forensic pathologists.
Until the dawn of the last century, this activity was based
on empirical methods or hurriedly verifying signs, such
as livor mortis, rigor mortis, and algor mortis. Works led
by professors Madea and Henssge have made major
contributions to PMI estimation. After years of intense
study, they developed a nomogram based on the rectal
temperature measurement for early (0-24 h) PMI
estimation, which is now used in most forensic
institutes. The current issue aims to summarize the
available methods for estimating PMI and their possible
integration. The methods for validating of new
approaches—essential for their use in the Judicial
Courts—will also be considered. Papers related to
different fields of forensic sciences will be evaluated,
including classical forensic pathology, postmortem
biochemistry, forensic genetics, omics sciences
(genomics, proteomics, and metabolomics),
postmortem imaging, forensic anthropology, and
entomology.
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Author Benefits

Open Access:

free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), Scopus, EBSCO,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 27 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 5.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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