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Sharks and rays play a key role in many ecological
processes in aquatic ecosystems, being predators and
mesopredators—they influence the health of
ecosystems by regulating other populations. Therefore,
understanding the relationships that sharks and rays
have with other species in aquatic ecosystems is crucial
for preserving the ecological equilibrium and
maintaining healthy ecosystems. The aim of this Special
Issue is to compile up-to-date and outstanding research
on shark and ray ecology and conservation and to
gather the most recent and relevant data on their
ecology and conservation to improve management
measures and conservation strategies. In this Special
Issue, original research articles and reviews are
welcome. Research areas may include (but are not
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- Distribution and abundance of sharks and rays;
- Trophic relationships;
- Climate change effects in shark and ray populations;
- Population dynamics.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Fishes is a multidisciplinary open access journal
focusing on reports of original research and critical
reviews and synthesis from the broad area of fishes and
aquatic animals. The ultimate objective of Fishes is to
facilitate the discovery of connections between
research areas, advancing science and filling knowledge
gaps, and providing solutions for all present and future
issues encountered in the sector of fisheries and
aquaculture. As Editor-in-Chief, I encourage you to
consider Fishes for your scientific papers and would be
pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first
decision is provided to authors approximately 20.9 days
after submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken
in 2.6 days (median values for papers published in this
journal in the first half of 2025).
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