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Elasmobranchs (sharks and rays) are among the most
wide-ranging top predators and key actors in structuring
marine ecosystems. Since they are slow-growing
species, intense fishing pressure poses a serious threat
to the their long-term survival. Historically, unintentional
catches, an illegal and unregulated fishing activity, have
led to significant population declines of sharks and
relatives across their geographic distribution. Despite
conservation priorities have been identified, there is an
urgent need to implement effective management
strategies focused on the most threatened
elasmobranchs. Thus, adopting science-based
conservation measures on these species should be
encouraged. With this in mind, I am pleased to invite you
to contribute to the Special Issue “Insights into
Conservation Biology of Elasmobranchs” in the Fishes
journal. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Fishes is a multidisciplinary open access journal
focusing on reports of original research and critical
reviews and synthesis from the broad area of fishes and
aquatic animals. The ultimate objective of Fishes is to
facilitate the discovery of connections between
research areas, advancing science and filling knowledge
gaps, and providing solutions for all present and future
issues encountered in the sector of fisheries and
aquaculture. As Editor-in-Chief, I encourage you to
consider Fishes for your scientific papers and would be
pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Maria Angeles Esteban
Department of Cell Biology and Histology, Faculty of Biology, University
of Murcia, 30100 Murcia, Spain

Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubAg,
FSTA, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Marine and Freshwater Biology) Rapid
Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first
decision is provided to authors approximately 20.9 days
after submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken
in 2.6 days (median values for papers published in this
journal in the first half of 2025).
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