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Although historical accounts are highly descriptive and
can often be used to retrace epidemics, knowledge of
the actual pathogens involved is a recent advance. The
relatively new fields of ancient DNA and paleovirology
have paved the way for actual research into the
epidemics of the past. Ancient DNA can be taken by
extracting genomic material, which can contain the
responsible microbes, from buried victims or stored
tissue remains; paleovirological techniques work by
"digging" for viral fossils from the ever-growing number
of genome assemblies. Such endogenous viral
elements can be used to reconstruct the prehistoric
spread of these viruses. The molecular knowledge of
historic and prehistoric epidemics may help us
understand the past and the present, and prepare us for
the future.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Epidemiologia is an international, peerreviewed, open
access, multidisciplinary journal that focuses on the
latest outstanding research in epidemiology.
Researchers in academic and clinical settings as well as
health professionals are encouraged to publish
research articles, short communications, and review
articles. We welcome the broad research community
with expertise in epidemiology to contribute to the
development of this platform, with the shared goal of
accelerating the advancement of scientific knowledge in
the field all over the world.
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), Scopus, PMC,
PubMed, FSTA, and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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