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The development of the 5th and beyond (6G) generation
of mobile networks is having an impact on our society.
Its aims are to create extremely flexible network
infrastructure capable of integrating geographically
distributed computer, storage, and network resources,
as well as accommodating highly heterogeneous
service demands from different vertical sectors. On the
other hand, UAVs are currently gaining traction as
enablers of vertical applications. In these applications,
UAVs are commonly used to generate, process, and
transport relevant information. However, recent
advancements on the miniaturization of electronic
devices have enabled the creation of onboard
lightweight hardware platforms for UAVs, offering
computer, storage, and network resources. This opens
the opportunity to transform UAVs into programmable
mobile nodes of a 5G and beyond network. Moreover,
these 5G mobile nodes may operate in isolation or be
interconnected to build aerial networks over delimited
geographic areas, supporting the deployment and
performant operation of 5G vertical services beyond the
access/edge network segments of telecommunication
operators.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Drones is the only international open-access journal
about the science, policy and technology of drones and
its applications. Nowadays, the proliferation of drones is
a reality for local policy makers, regulatory bodies,
mapping authorities, startups and consolidated
companies. There are many uses and benefits of
drones: from the emergence of new sensors and the
evolution of new platforms; to the development of
specific software and the emergence of new
applications. Drones publishes reviews, regular
research papers, communications and short notes,
without restriction on the length of papers. Drones
seeks to provide a central forum for scholars engaged in
drones’ research and applications.
There is a need for high quality papers in this area and
the Drones Editorial Board are widely recognized
international leaders. Drones journal guarantees a
serious peer review and a rapid publication across the
whole discipline of drones.
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