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Message from the Guest Editors

Drones have proven to have significant potential in
supporting the condition assessment of civil infrastructure
and contribute to more efficient maintenance procedures.
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) can function as flexible
platforms for carrying high-quality digital data acquisition
equipment such as image sensors of different spectral
ranges, laser, lidar scanners and GPR as well as further
surveying and non-destructive testing devices. They can be
operated semi or fully autonomously and thus perform
extensive data generation operations near large structures
very efficiently. The processing of acquired sensor data can
support digital modeling of existing structures, provide
deep insight into the structure’s condition and through
repeated and systematic flights pave the way to modern
data-driven and predictive maintenance strategies.
Furthermore, drones can be applied in the context of
infrastructure planning for early site investigations or
construction progress monitoring. Drones have proven to
be very efficient in the management of seismic events and
for the safe survey of damaged buildings in order to plan
the recovery or restoration of damaged historical buildings.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Drones is an international open access journal focusing on
advancing research in drone science, policy, technology,
and applications. Today, drones have become
indispensable for policymakers, regulatory authorities,
mapping agencies, start-ups, and established firms. Their
expanding societal and economic relevance is reflected in
the rapid development of new sensors, upgraded
platforms, specialized soCware, and novel applications.
The journal provides a central forum for scholars in drone
research and applications to exchange findings and
innovations. With growing demand for high-quality
research, our Editorial Board comprises international
leaders and experts across relevant scientific areas. We
offer rigorous peer review and rapid publication of papers
from across all areas of drone science. We welcome you to
submit your next paper to Drones and to contribute to the
continued advancement of and innovations in the field of
drones.
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