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Message from the Guest Editor

In the last few decades, a large amount of work has
elucidated several aspects of the transition from
archaeocetes to neocetes or crown cetaceans. This
transition affected most if not all of the skeletal districts
and, very probably, soft tissues and genetic characters,
making it possibly the origin of the body plans of the
whale and dolphin species living today. Morphological
studies of the fossil record showed that convergent
evolutionary paths transformed the postcranial skeleton
of later archaeocetes along the different lineages of
odontocetes and mysticetes; analysis of brain evolution
provided evidence that different patterns and processes
occurred along the mysticete and odontocete lineages;
genetic studies targeted those genes that were
responsible of morphological transformations in the
extant cetacean lineages; paleobiogeographic analyses
of occurrence data suggested that the past distribution
of whales and dolphins was different from today and
enabled the search for the ecological reasons that could
have shaped the modern-day cetacean distribution.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Diversity ISSN 1424-2818) is a scholarly journal that
covers all areas of diversity research. Our distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor for publishing. Original
research articles and timely reviews are released online,
with unlimited free access.

We invite papers and reviews on multidisciplinary topics
of diversity that bridge organismic diversity (systematics,
biodiversity, phylogeny, population genetics, and
evolution) and molecular diversity (phytochemistry and
biophysics).
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Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Biodiversity Conservation) / CiteScore - Q1
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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