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Message from the Guest Editor

Marine benthic communities are the structural and
functional basis of ecosystems as they participate in
nutrient cycles and provide refuge and nourishment for
a high diversity of species that contribute to the overall
health of marine ecosystems. Their composition as
bottom-dwelling organisms can vary from invertebrates
to algae, as well as abiotic components such as sand,
rocks, and coral matrix. In particular, shallow marine
benthic communities such as coral reefs, seagrasses,
rocky reefs, and sandy soft bottoms support fisheries,
coastal protection, and carbon sequestration and may
also act as boundaries and nursery sites. As any marine
ecosystem, they are directly influenced by global and
local factors such as light, depth, disturbance, grazing,
and nutrients, which, in addition to the effects of climate
change and anthropogenic stressors such as nutrient
runoff, plastic debris, contaminants, overfishing,
detrimental touristic activities, and urbanization, may
compromise their maintenance and conservation. We
welcome your submissions to the special issue.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Diversity ISSN 1424-2818) is a scholarly journal that
covers all areas of diversity research. Our distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the
highest degree of scientific rigor for publishing. Original
research articles and timely reviews are released online,
with unlimited free access.

We invite papers and reviews on multidisciplinary topics
of diversity that bridge organismic diversity (systematics,
biodiversity, phylogeny, population genetics, and
evolution) and molecular diversity (phytochemistry and
biophysics).
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Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Biodiversity Conservation) / CiteScore - Q1
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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