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Today, several public health studies in social
epidemiology investigated how socioeconomic
characteristics may increase health inequalities while
environmental epidemiological studies rather
documented the health effects of environmental
exposure. Scientific literature advanced hypothesis by
which environmental exposures might be combined to
role of social determinants.

- First hypothesis is the differential exposure: deprived
populations (or population living in a deprived area) are
more likely to be exposed to a higher number of
environmental nuisances or to a higher level of
environmental exposure.

- Second hypothesis, the vulnerability differential
suggests that deprived population (or population living
in a deprived area) is particularly vulnerable to health
effects of environmental exposures because they
experience poorer health due to their economic and
psychosocial conditions.

This Special Issue would like to receive manuscripts on
epidemiological studies which precisely explore how
differential exposure and/or vulnerability differential may
explain health inequalities.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Diseases is an international, peer-reviewed, open
access, multidisciplinary journal that focuses on the
latest outstanding research concerning diseases and
conditions. Research articles, reviews, and other
contents are released on the Internet immediately after
acceptance. This journal aims to cover international
conferences and symposia as new targets.

Diseases is increasingly gaining acceptance and
visibility within scholars, and after only a few years of life,
Diseases is now also covering specific topics with
dedicated special issues. We would be pleased to
welcome you as one of our authors.
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Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Medicine, Research and Experimental) Rapid
Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first
decision is provided to authors approximately 22.7 days
after submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken
in 2.5 days (median values for papers published in this
journal in the first half of 2025).
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reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
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the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
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